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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine ts not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether tt be of God, or whether I speak of myself."—Sr. JoHn vir: 16, 17. 
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[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 21.] 

THE first portion of the book speaks for itself. It is a warning to the 
seven churches of Asia, founded by Paul and others of the Apostles. 
Already were the signs of the apostasy, that “falling away” which Paul 
had predicted, beginning to show themselves in the Christian Church; 
already were its disciples turning away their ears from the truth and 
turning them unto fables. The days when they would not “endure sound 
doctrine” were approaching. They were therefore reminded of their 
condition, admonished of the consequences of pride, sensuality, worldli- 
ness, and the neglect of their duties as Saints; and John was told to 
“write” what the Spirit said unto the churches. But the warning seems 
to have been unheeded. The “falling away” continued, the apostasy 
gradually went on, Christianity became worldly, wealthy, proud, luxuri- 
ous, corrupt, until finally it lost its spiritual gifts and graces. The Gospel 
was perverted, the Priesthood taken away, and the Church was left with 
an empty “form of godliness,” “denying the power thereof.” Christianity 
paganized itself in order to be popular with the Roman world and escape 
persecution. It became so popular that the emperor himself—Constantine 
—became a Christian. But that hour, so seemingly auspicious, was not so 
in reality. It was the hour of the Church’s decay; and from that time, 
though many good men and women remained in it, Ichabod was written 
upon its towers; its pristine power and glory had departed. Hence the 
necessity for the Gospel’s restoration in the latter days. 

John, after being told what he should write unto the seven churches, 
saw a vision of the past and the future. He beheld a sea of glass like 
unto crystal, shining before a heavenly throne, upon which sat a glorious 
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being holding in his hand a book sealed with seven seals. Joseph Smith 
declares that that sea of glass was the earth in its sanctified and immortal 
state, and that the book with seven seals symbolized the history of the 
earth—its true history—the hidden acts of men and the mysteries of God 
pertaining to this planet, during the seven thousand years of its temporal 
existence. The opening of the first seal was the revealing of the acts of 
the first thousand years, the opening of the second seal the revealing of 
the acts of the second thousand years, and so on until the seventh. We 
gather from this and other teachings of the Prophet that this earth has 
been appointed a certain time in which to accomplish its mortal probation, 
prior to its glorification. It was created, not as something out of nothing, 
as many have absurdly taught and supposed, but was organized from 
everlasting spirit and element, and was made for the children of God, 
firstly as a temporary abode, and lastly as an eternal inheritance. It has 
been given a certain time in which to fulfil its mission as a mortal 
creature. It keeps the law of God, the celestial law, which means that it 
lives by every word that proceeds from His mouth, and because of this it 
shall be sanctified. Yea, though it die, yet shall it live again, be resur- 
rected, to shine as a celestial body, as “a sea of glass mingled with fire,” 
and beings of a celestial order shall inherit it forever. We are taught 
that men and women, the sons and daughters of God, who were spirits in 
His presence, were sent here to take mortal tabernacles and undergo 
experiences that would in due time exalt them to the plane occupied by 
their Father and Mother in Heaven. Earth is to become a Heaven. Man 
is to become a God. The difference between the human and the divine is 
a matter of education and development. Gods and men are of the same 
species, and it is just as reasonable that God’s children should attain to 
the fulness of His spiritual stature, as that man’s children should grow to 
the fulness of his physical stature. The Son of God thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God. Neither need we, His sons and daughters, think it 
robbery to aspire to that glorious plane where stand God our Father and 
Jesus Christ, our Elder Brother. He has made it possible for us all to 
come unto Him and be like Him. He laid down His life to bridge the 
chasm and enable us to cross it over. 

Adam fell that man might be. If Adam and Eve had not transgressed, 
had not partaken of the forbidden fruit, they never could have had 
posterity. It was just as much a portion of the divine plan that they 
should become mortal, to colonize and people this earth, as that Christ 
should die to redeem it. Adam was chosen for this work, as Jesus was 
chosen for His mission, as Abraham, Jeremiah, and others were chosen for 
theirs. They were foreordained in the presence of God. Joseph Smith 
says that every man who has a calling to minister to the inhabitants of 
this world was ordained to that very purpose in the councils of heaven, 
before this world was. They are the “noble and great ones,” spoken of 
in the Book of Abraham, translated by the Prophet Joseph, who, as well 
as Abraham, was one of the choice souls of whom the Lord said: “These 
I will make my rulers.” 

He showed unto Abraham the mysteries of the pre-existence, and the 
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glories of the starry heavens. He told him that there was a great planet 
named Kolob, which was nearest to His throne, and that it revolved once 
in a thousand years. That period, then, is one day with God, as the 
Apostle Peter declares. It was evidently such a “day” that was referred 
to when the Lord said to Adam: “The day thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die ;” for Adam lived to be 930 years old. That day could not have 
been less than 930 years; for we cannot conceive of a mistake being made 
by the Almighty. It was seven of these days, or seven thousand years, 
that were to complete the earth’s probation—the earth, which keeps all 
the commandments of God, and, unlike man, transgresseth not the law. 
Will it not then keep the Sabbath day? Is not that a law of God? Will 
the earth labor for seven days, or will it labor but six days, as God labored 
when He created it, and rest upon the seventh? 

Prophets have predicted and poets have sung, all down the ages, of a 
time to come when the earth would rest; when man would cease his 
inhumanity to man, when they would beat their swords into plowshares 
and their spears into pruning hooks; when nation would not rise against 
nation, neither would they learn war any more; when the animal kingdom 
would subsist solely upon the vegetable kingdom, when the lion would 
eat straw like the ox, the lion and lamb lie down together and a little 
child lead them; when peace would spread her white wings over this 
planet and grim-visaged war, smoothing his wrinkled front, should sit at 
her feet and learn wisdom for a thousand years. I could quote what the 
poets have predicted of this reign of peace and universal brotherhood; 
for every true poet is prophetic, and every great prophet has within him 
a vein of poetry, a love of the beautiful and sublime, whether or not he 
expresses it in verse. Burns speaks of a time when men shall “brothers 
be and a’ that.” Tennyson with his eye upon the future, depicting the 
triumphs of aerial navigation and the dawn of the Millennium, uses these 
beautiful lines: 

**T dipt into the future, far as human eye could see, 

Saw the vision of the world and all the wonder yet to be; 

Saw the heavens fill with commerce, argosies of magic sails, 

Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping down with costly bales; 

Heard the heavens fill with shouting, and there rained a ghastly dew 
From the nation’s airy navies, grappling in the central blue; 

Far along the world-wide whisper of the south wind rushing warm, 
And the standards of the people plunging through the thunderstorm. 
Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, and the battle flags were furled 
In the Parliament of Man, the Federation of the world. 


There the common sense of most shall hold a fretful world in awe, 
And the kindly earth shall slumber, lapt in universal law.” 


But that law, though the poet does not say so, will be the law of God; 
the “common sense” that will “hold a fretful world in awe,” is the Spirit 
‘of the Gospel, which is pre-eminently the spirit of good sense, of sound 
judgment, of wisdom, intelligence and truth. Nations will yet learn to 
arbitrate their differences, to settle their quarrels by mediation, by 
peace-makers, in lieu of the sword, the bayonet, and the cannon. And men 
will learn to love God, and love each other, and to labor not merely for 
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self, but for all mankind, who are brothers, the sons of the Eternal Father. 
The rich will feel for the poor, the poor will cease to envy the rich, and 
unity and equality will prevail. Men who are smart financiers, who have 
the ability to acquire wealth, will learn that that gift is from God, 
and that it was given for a grander purpose than to aggrandize its 
possessor and his immediate kindred. The financier has no more right 
to monopolize the fruits of his gift than the poet has to monopolize the 
fruits of his; no more right than has an Apostle of Christ to monopolize 
the knowledge bestowed upon him, to hide his light under a bushel, 
instead of holding it aloft as a torch to illuminate the nations. I see 
no difference, except in degree, for all these gifts come from God, and are 
to be used for the benefit of humanity. All men must render an account 
of their talents, their time, their opportunities and possessions, when they 
come forth from their graves and stand before the great white throne to 
be judged—not for name, wealth, position, or popularity, but for the 
deeds done in the body, and all will be rewarded according to their works. 
President Brigham Young used to say that the most difficult thing he 
had to do was to convince the Latter-day Saints that they would get only 
what they worked for, and that it was practice and not mere profession 
that would count with God. “In my Father’s house are many mansions,” 
said Jesus. Paul declares that there is a glory of the sun, a glory of the 
moon, and a glory of the stars, and as one star differs from another star in 
glory, so is it in the resurrection of the dead. We cannot hope to attain 
a celestial glory if our deeds entitle us to only a terrestrial or a telestial 
glory. 

John saw all this—saw the scenes of strife and commotion that the 
world would witness for six thousand years, in the midst of which 
commotion the Son of God would be slain, but he saw beyond to atime © 
when the earth would rest, would enjoy its Sabbath, its Millennial era 
of peace and good will. According to our chronology, which is very 
imperfect, it is nearly six thousand years since the creation. We are 
living in what might be termed the Saturday night of human history, 
and when the morning dawns it will bring with it the world’s Sabbath, 
the thousand years of rest. That era is approaching. The signs of the 
coming of the Son of Man are multiplying. Much will have to be done 
to prepare the earth for His advent, but the indications of His approach 
are as manifest as were the first faint streaks of light that heralded this 
morning’s rising of the sun. 

Among the things shown to the Apostle on Patmos was an angel flying 
through the midst of Heaven having the everlasting Gospel to preach to 
them that dwell upon the earth, prior to the fall of Babylon and the final 
judgment. Christians would fain have us believe that this delivery of 
the Gospel by an angel took place in the days of Christ and the Apostles. 
But it should be borne in mind that this was one of the things that John 
saw “must be hereafter”—that is, at a period subsequent to the time 
when he was upon Patmos. That was in the year 96, and the Gospel had 
already been delivered to and preached by the Apostles, of whom John 
was the sole survivor. And yet when that angel was to come the world 
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would be without the Gospel—else why was it to be preached to “every 
nation, kindred, tongue and people?” Was not that angel Moroni, he 
who delivered to Joseph Smith the Gospel in the record known as the 
Book of Mormon? If not, where is the fulfilment, or when may we 
expect it? for it certainly must come. 

The fall of Babylon and the hour of God’s judgment were to follow 
upon the heels of the restoration of the Gospel. Hence God’s people were 
warned to “come out of her,” to partake not of her sins that they might 
not receive of her plagues. This is one of the reasons for the gathering— 
the migration of the Saints to America—the Zion. And yet to come out 
of Babylon does not merely mean to come from Liverpool to Salt Lake 
City. Satan could do that, and doubtless has done it in more than one 
instance. That is merely a physical act, and will not stand alone. We 
must come out of Babylon in spirit, in feeling, in faith, in practice, 
forsaking the ways and customs of the wicked. Not that we are 
required to hate our fellow creatures. On the contrary, we are com- 
manded to love them and labor to save them. But we must first save 
ourselves, first plant our feet upon the rock of safety, and then extend the 
helping hand to others. We are not a perfect people. We are full of 
faults. But our religion is perfect, and will make us and all who embrace 
it wise unto salvation. And it will commend itself as God’s truth to any 
who will put His promise to the test and by obeying the Gospel entitle 
themselves to a testimony of its divinity. 

May the Lord prepare us for the time of His coming. May we be 
among those who will be ready to meet Him. Blessed are they whom He 
shall then find working—not merely for self, not merely for kith and kin, 
but for the glory of God, for the honor of His name, for the upbuilding of 
His kingdom and the salvation of the human race. Amen. 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Welsh Conference was held at 188 Cathay’s Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, 
on January 6, 1895. The meetings convened at 10:30 a, m., and 2:30 and 
6:30 p, m. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, President of the 
European Mission; L. T. Shepherd, President of, and Henry Lewis, Evan 
Jones, Heber Timothy, George Thomas, James Thomas, Francis Cundick, 
William C. Martell, William Treharne, David Jenkins, Thomas 8. Bladen, 
William Jones, Traveling Elders in, the Welsh Conference. 

During the three meetings, each of the Elders bore his testimony to the 
truth of the Gospel. President Lund spoke upon the Parable of the ten 
Virgins, and also on the Holy Ghost. | | 

At the afternoon meeting the General Authorities of the Church, and of 
the European Mission, and the President and Traveling Elders of the 
Conference were presented and sustained. The Statistical and Labor 
Reports for the six months ending December 31, were read as follows: 
High Priests 2; Seventies 10; Elders 29; Priests 2; Teachers 4; Deacons 
6; Members 121; total officers and members 174. Tracts distributed 


21,028; indoor meetings 153; Sunday school sessions 34; open-air 
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meetings 15; Gospel conversations 1299; baptisms 14; confirmations 14; 
children blessed 3; books sold 32; books loaned 47; books given away 69. 

The attendance at our morning and afternoon meetings was not very 
good, but the hall was well filled in the evening, and there were several 
strangers present all seemingly well satisfied with the teachings given. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning at which the 
brethren reported their labors, and received instructions and counsel] from 
President Lund. Heser Tirmoruy, Clerk of Conference. 


A TENDENCY TO UNITY. 


A SOMEWHAT remarkable event was the appearance the other day at Union 
Theological seminary, as a lecturer, of Alexander Doyle, a noted Catholic 
preacher. The cordial reception given him by Professor Briggs, the 
Presbyterian, was one feature of it. The incident reveals a tendency, on 
several occasions noticed by the News, among the churches of the world 
gradually to approach each other. It can no longer be considered 
unreasonable to look forward towards a time when the chasm that was 
opened by the tremendous forces at work in the age of Reformation will 
be filled up and Christendom again stand consolidated on some common 
ground. Protestants are slowly awakening to consciousness of the 
incompleteness of their theology, while Catholics after long contact 
with the principles for which their opponents nobly fought are being 
prepared for reconciliation on more acceptable conditions than ever 
dreamt of by the cotemporaries of Leo X. 

Dr. Briggs in his speech introducing the Roman Clergyman referred to 
the Catholic church as “the great mother church of Christendom” and 
speaking of Leo XIII, he said his appeal for Union breathes a spirit “like 
that of the Master himself.” Should this view of the pope’s virtue gain 
currency among Protestants, it is evident that cordial approach would be 
the natural consequence. For how could a minister consistently keep a 
long distance away from an ecclesiastical leader, who is acknowledged to 
be animated by the Spirit of the Master? 

Rev. Doyle is the representative of a Roman order known as Paulist 
Fathers, one of whose peculiarities is that the members are not bound by 
life-long vows, as is common among such fraternities. They can leave the 
order whenever they choose. The order is engaged in proselyting among 
Protestants and is said to have exercised great influence in this direction. 
The lecturer, whose theme was “preaching,” made the following remarks, 
which are well worth reading : 


It goes without saying that all our religious misunderstandings and 
most of our religious antipathies arise from the fact that we do not know 
each other well enough. Ignorance of each other’s opinions and want of 
a of each other’s motives have often led us to impute false ideas 
and extravagant notions to each other, while a better knowledge and 
broader charity would have united us in a common brotherhood. ere is 
much that is in common between us, like the mother earth that unites 
these two rivers on either side of the East river, but there has been a 


stream running between us as swift, as dark, and, at times, as dangerous 
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as the river itself. It has had its shoals and hidden rocks of error, and it 
has been poisoned by the sewerage of religious prejudice, and it has been 
running strong and swift with its current of misconception; but the day 
of building a great bridge came, and on the day that the bridge opened its 
wide avenues for the people to pass and repass, on that day we conceived 
the greater New York that was born of the vote of the people in the late 
elections. These are — of bridge building over the streams of religious 
amare and, as [ used to boast that I passed over the Brooklyn bridge 

fore there was any bridge there, when only one cable was laid and a 
little footpath over it, so I rejoice to-night that mine is the pleasure to be 
the first to pass over the bridge of religious toleration and join hands with 
you in Christian unity. 

That this “bridge building” is a work belonging to the latter days is clear 
from the word of inspiration, and it appears to be necessary for the fulfil- 
ment of the covenants made with the house of Israel and for the final 
triumph of the Gospel of the Son of God. (I Nephi xiv: 9—17.)—Deseret 
News. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Tt is stated that peace negotiations between China and Japan will be commenced on 
February 1. 


The smallest egg is that of the tiny Mexican humming bird. It is scarcely larger than 
@ pin’s head. 

Property worth over $1,000,000 was destroyed by fire in Toronto, Canada, on the morn- 
ing of January 6. 

Damage estimated at $5,000,000 was done to the orange crop of Florida by the late cold 
snap. The thermometer sank lower than it has done for nine years past. 


On January 12 a schooner sailing up the River Mersey collided with a large freight 
steamer and sank two or three minutes later. Three men were drowned. 


The toad captures insects by darting out its tongue so rapidly that the eye cannot follow 
the motion. The tip is covered with a glutinous secretion, to which a fly or other small 
insect adheres. 

The Pope has recently renewed his opposition to secret societies by forbidding Catholics 
to enter or retain membership among the Odd Fellows, the Sons of Temperance, and the 
Knights of Pythias, throughout the United States. 


Miss Emily L. Gerry, daughter of Elbridge Gerry, one of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence and Vice-President of the United States, died at her home in New 
Haven, aged nine-three years. She has been for many years the sole remaining child of 
any of the signers of the Declaration. Miss Gerry removed from Massachusetts with her 
two sisters to New Haven sixty years ago, and has resided in the bouse built by Mr. 
Dana, one Of the first clergymen of the New Haven colony. 


**Some Phenomena of the Upper Air” was the subject which Mr. Richard Inwards 
chose for his Presidential address to the Meteorological Society, when he gave some 
interesting particulars of certain experiments which had been made in France by 
M. Hermite by means of balloons. These balloons carried with them self-acting 
instruments, which registered the various changes of condition through which they passed. 
They rose to a height of ten miles, where the pressure of the air was only 4°1 inches of 
mercury, and the temperature —104 degrees of Fahrenheit. It would seem that although 
there are considerable variations in the temperature gradient below 12,000 feet above the 
sea-level, about that height the decrease is regular, amounting to a fall of one degree for 
every rise of 330 feet in the air. ; oe 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 1895. 


WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE AMERICAN INDIANS? 


Sxverat of the American papers have lately been discussing the fate of 
the American Indian. In every case so far as we can learn the inference 
is drawn that before many years the Red Man will cease to exist. The 
St. Paul Despatch says: “The great mass of the North American Indian 
race was never designed by nature to live civilized lives. All efforts to 
induce them or force them to do so have failed, and will continue to fail as 
long as they continue to be tried. The race is destined to disappear in all 
its branches within the next few generations. It is absurd to try and 
place the small remnant of it that has thus far survived in touch with 
white civilization. The most that can be done is for this Government to 
establish and maintain a guardianship over the race while its members 
continue to survive. They have been abused and robbed, no doubt; 
but the Government has done infinitely better for them, all things taken 
into account, than they had a right to expect. When they are kept 
within certain territorial limits and their animal wants are supplied, all is 
being done that can or should be done for them. The Indian reservation 
must continue to be. It must continue to be until the Indian ceases 
to be.” 

The record of events among the different Indian tribes would seem to 
justify this gloomy outlook for those people. Each census taken of them 
shows a steady decrease in their numbers; some of the once most powerful 
tribes have become extinct. People who disbelieve in present revelation 
can not bring themselves to think that at atime not far in the future 
there will be a change for the better among the few Indians who may 
survive the destructive forces of so-called civilization. 

Speculations as to the origin of these peculiar people are varied, and 
some of them are very ingenious; it is not our purpose at present ta 
discuss this phase of the subject further than to state that the Latter-day 
Saints from the beginning have understood who the Indians were, where 
they came from, and how they got to America. The Elders have been 
laughed at and ridiculed for saying what they do, yet they continue to 
assert their belief in the face of opposition and scorn. 

The Book of Mormon predicts that the Indians will one day become an 
enlightened people: “And the Gospel of Jesus Christ shall be declared 
among them; wherefore they shall be restored unto the knowledge of 
their fathers, and also to the knowledge of Jesus Christ, which was had 
among their fathers, And then shall they rejoice; for they shall know 
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that it is a blessing unto them from the hand of God; and their scales of 
darkness sliall begin to fall from their eyes: And many generations shall 
not pass away among them, save they shall be a white and delightsome 
people.” II Nephi xxx: 5, 6. 

The contrast between these predictions and those from the paper 
mentioned is very striking. One is the voice of inspiration and is 
contrary to what appearances would indicate; the other is based on 
observations from man’s own standpoint regardless of the hand-dealings 
of God. Those who have studied the history of God’s providences over 
His children will know in which prediction to place reliance. 

The Indians are the remnants of a chosen people, suffering at present 
under the curse pronounced upon their fore-fathers for transgression. 
The Gospel has been declared among many of them, and a portion of 
these have accepted its teachings and obeyed itsordinances. They believe 
that the Book of Mormon is the record of which their traditions tell them. 
A few cases are on record of Indians’ having become white, but these are 
very rare occurrences and by no means do they fulfil all that is promised 
to that poor downtrodden people. The Latter-day Saints are looking 
forward to the time when the prophecies will be fulfilled concerning the 
Indians; for then will many other important events transpire which will 
startle the unbelievers. All these things are possible with God, though 
many of them seem foolishness to men. People must look at them with 
the eye of faith before they will appear plain. It is no more unreasonable 
to say that a dark and savage people shall become white and civilized 
than it is to predict that the wolf and the lamb, the leopard and the kid, 
the calf and the young lion, shall dwell together in peace. The Scriptures 
predict these pleasant conditions to take place and we know that God 
fulfils His word. To the unbeliever the prophecies referred to read like a 
fairy tale; to those who know God and understand His power they are a 
veritable reality. B. 


Lreps CoNFERENCE Noticz.—The Leeds Conference will be held at 
the Temperance Hall, Town Street, Birkenshaw, near Leeds, on Sunday, 
February 10, 1895, instead of on January 27, as stated in last week’s Sra. 
Meetings will commence at 10 a.m., 2 and 6:30 p.m. 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE Notice.—The Liverpool Conference will be held 
in the Power Loom Weavers’ Association Building, No. 1 Clayton Street, 


Blackburn, on Sunday, February 17, 1895. Meetings will commence at 
10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Frank M. Youne writes from Frankfort-on-the-Main, Prussia, 
under date of January 10, 1895, as follows: “Perhaps a few notes from 
this country would interest you, as it is now quite a long time since you 
visited us, though the good time we had is fresh in my memory, and we 


are anticipating the pleasure of your presence with us again this year; 
we hope to be able to give a better report than we did last year, as we 
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are ever seeking to improve. I labored in the Nuremberg-Fuerth Branch 
for seventeen months, making many friends, and I became quite attached 
to the quaint old city of Nuremberg. Brother Heber K. Merrill and I 
succeeded in adding a few more souls to the fold of Christ, during the 
summer; and we held meetings pretty regularly despite the adversity we 
had to meet. I can imagine the joy it would give an Elder to work with 
perfect freedom in that field; for there are many honest people in Bavaria; 
when the happy day comes for which we are all longing, that religious 
liberty is granted, and the people have the right to serve God as they 
choose, there will be many honest souls accept the Gospel of Christ as 
taught in its simplicity. I left Brother Merrill on the 6th of October, 
and since that time he has been alone. I often hear from him and he is 
doing well in the language, and earnestly working to spread the truth. I 
went direct to Mannheim, Baden, as President Naegle had instructed me, 
to assist Elder Lorenz Fuellenbach in promulgating the Gospel to the 
Badensers, and also the Bavarians in the Rhein Pfalz. On the Baden side 
of the Rhine we have considerable religious liberty, but when we cross the 
river we are again on Bavarian soil and the freedom is taken away. It 
was quite a treat for me to hear singing in our meetings in Mannheim 
where we have a neat ‘Lokal’ (hall), and I appreciated the freedom of 
going into the ‘Lokal,’ and out at my pleasure. In my old field of labor we 
had no particular place to hold meetings, and singing was dispensed with 
as you are aware. I remained in Mannheim two months, when I was 
relieved by Elder Emil Feller, a newly arrived Missionary from Utah, 
(something very rare in this Mission, but we are hoping they will be 
numerous this coming spring, there is a great deal of room.) Following 
President Naegle’s instructions I came here December 10, and since that 
time I have been engaged with Elder Albert Bryner in spreading the 
Gospel in this place. We have distributed tracts in several villages, and 
borne our testimonies to the truth of the Gospel, at every opportunity. 
We have a Sunday school, regular Sunday meeting, and Wednesday 
evening Bible class. There are often strangers in our meetings, and the 
prospects in this field are good. One young lady presented herself for 
baptism just as the old year was dying, and the ordinance was attended 
to on the 30th of December. The waters of the Main could not have 
assisted in a better cause than in washing away the sins of a repentant 
believer, and the new-born sister rejoiced in being a member of the true 
Church of Christ. We have a good little Branch; active members in the 
Priesthood, and we feel to thank our Heavenly Father for His manifold 
blessings. Praying for the welfare of all the laborers in the great cause of 
Truth. 

Elder J. J. Whitaker in a letter from Hamburg, Germany, dated January 
10, 1895, says: “I think it would not be amiss for me to write a few lines 
to my many brethren in the English mission, for it encourages and braces 
me up when I read in the Star of the good works of those young men 
who arrive from time to time to labor in the ministry. Several of my 
schoolmates are among them; when thus associated in those earlier days 
we dreamt not of a far off mission though we were told by our Sunday 
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school teacher to prepare for one. We have now reached the time to prove 
our selves as soldiers brave, nor will we our colors fly. ‘Take, my brethren, 
the Prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example 
of suffering affliction, and of patience, Jas. v: 10. The men carrying the 
last warning message to the nations and people of these days, when he 
has the spirit of his calling, can well be the happiest among men; for 
though he has left kind hands, warm hearts, a loving household, and has 
gone into a cold and uninviting world, the time allotted him seems all too 
short, he wonders how fleeting-fast it passes by; months so short,fyears 
not long, while on his Godly errand crying ‘Fear God, and give glory to 
him, for the hour of his judgment is come.’ When the herald went about 
Judea crying ‘Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’ the 
intimation to the people was that there should be no delay. The Gospel 
of Jesus was preached with the greatest power in the days of Peter and 
Paul; but an apparent decline in the Church had commenced when John 
the Revelator was sent in exile to Patmos. While there he beheld the 
comforting vision of its restoration in the last days. The prophetic words 
of Jesus in telling His Apostles of their earthly fate, Matt. xxiv: 9, may 
have filled their hearts with sadness, but it must have comforted them 
again to hear ‘And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be7preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all nations.’ We who have gone out in the 
world to preach this Gospel to every creature, are called to proclaim to all 
people that the kingdom of Heaven seen by Daniel is set up by the Lord 
never more to be thrown down. Let us work with zeal and integrity worthy 
of our calling, and as a band of brethren linked together in the new and 
everlasting covenant. Let us bring the righteous together, that ‘Jacob 
may flourish in the wilderness; and teach the world to worship God who 
created the heaven and earth, the seas and the fountains of water. Oh! 
what a glorious calling, yet what an awe-inspiring responsibility rests on 
the Elders, in bringing these glad tidings of great joy to the meek, to 
bind up the broken-hearted! When we have been working for two years 
we see how great the harvest is and how few the laborers are. I thank 
God for this mission and especially the last few months of it, for these 
have been of more good to me and my friends than the whole two years 
before, and I feet to encourage my brethren to ‘Hold the faith, keep the 
truth, stay by the rudder.’” 

Exper Amos CLARKE writes from Ponkey,;Wales, under date of January 
10, 1895, as follows: “Though my missionfis principally for the purpose 
of obtaining genealogical information, yet 1 have done some little in the 
way of preaching the Gospel. Since arriving in Wales I have endeavored 
to remove prejudice from the minds of my old neighbors by giving them 
the real facts concerning the Latter-day Saints, and bearing my testimony 
to the truth of our religion. I have been greatly blessed and inspired by 
the Spirit of the Lord; it is much better for me<to;be}present here than‘it 
would be for me to write or to send word through another person, it being 
twenty-nine years since I left here. I find the people held fast by the 
traditions of men; a woman said to me many years ago: ‘There are all 
kinds of means of grace here.’ The people all expect to go to Heaven with 
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their variety of creeds, but I have told some of them there is no disunion 
in Heaven; they must stop somewhere on the road and become united, or 
they cannot be admitted. My sympathies are often drawn out towards 
the missionaries when I see the hardness of heart and indifference of the 
people among whom they are called to labor. I have felt while at home 
to pray for the Elders, but since coming here this feeling has been greatly 
strengthened; it requires faith, patience, and perseverance for them to 
make the sacrifices necessary to come and preach the Gospel, as they aot 
only leave their families, but support themselves while here. I hope and 
pray that all the missionaries will be enabled to fulfil their missions 
faithfully.” 


THE PROPHETS BIRTHDAY HONORED. 


THE eighty-ninth anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Joseph Smith 
which occurred at Sharon, Windsor County, Vermont, December 23, 1805 
—was observed with special exercises in several of the Sunday schools, 
also at the services in the Tabernacle. 

In the Sixteenth ward Sunday school there were present besides the 
ward and school officers and a large attendance of children, President 
Joseph F. Smith and Patriarch John Smith, sons of the martyred Patriarch 
Hyrum Smith and nephews of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and Elder 
Edward Stevenson, of the First Council of Seventies. 

Elder Stevenson had with him paintings of the Hill Cumorah, and 
Joseph receiving the plates from the Angel Moroni, Liberty jail, and 
Carthage jail. He addressed the school, principally upon the subject of 
the three pictures. 

President Joseph F. Smith related many incidents in the life of the 
Prophet, impressing the children with his exalted character as a servant 
of the Lord called to be the head of this dispensation. 

Patriarch John Smith also spoke, corroborating the testimony of 
President Smith and after the usual closing exercises the assemblage 
dispersed. 

In the Sixth ward, the usual exercises were dispensed with, and the 
children and others assembled in the meeting room, where a program, 
including a sketch of the Prophet’s life, and appropriate songs, questions, 
etc., was carried out. 

The Seventeenth ward also followed a similar proceedure, as did others in 
different localities. 

At the evening meeting in the Sixteenth ward, the stand was beauti- 
fully draped in white and decorated with plants and flowers. On the wall 
hung a picture of Joseph as lieutenant general of the Nauvoo legion, and 
the paintings used by Elder Edward Stevenson at the Sunday school 
review in the afternoon. On the stand were President Joseph F. Smith, 
Patriarch John Smith, Elders John Henry Smith and Heber J. Grant of 
the Council of the Apostles, Edward Stevenson, of the First Council of 
Seventies, Angus M. Cannon, Joseph E. Taylor and C. W. Penrose, of the 
Salt Lake Stake-presidency, Bishop F. Kesler and counselors, and others. . 
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The following is a list of those present who had met and talked with 
the Prophet Joseph Smith: F. Kesler, aged 79; Joseph C. Kingsbury, 
aged 82; Angus M. Cannon, 60; Joseph F. Smith, 56; John Smith, 62; 
Edward Stevenson, 75; 8. H. B. Smith, 56; George Romney, 64; W. 8S. 
Muir, 73; Homer Duncan, 80; O. G. Workman, 67; Edwin Rushton, 79; 
Amanda Kimball, 65; Mrs. D. W. Smith, a cousin of the Prophet, 73; Mrs. 
Rachel Grant, 73; A. H. Raleigh, 76; Walter Wilcox, 74; C. V. Spencer, 71; 
R. T. Burton, 73; James W. Phippin, 75; Maria Burton; Bathsheba W. 
Smith, 72; Zina D. H. Smith, 74; and Lucy Walker Smith, 68. There 
were also present, who had seen the Prophet, Jane Kesler, E. Maria Smith, 
Elizabeth Jeffs, Roxana C. Tripp, and John T. Reeve. 

The choir and congregation sang the hymn beginning, “Praise to the 
man who communed with Jehovah.” Prayer was offered by Elder Joseph 
C. Kingsbury. The choir sang, “A poor, wayfaring man of grief,” the last 
hymn sung by the Prophet Joseph and President John Taylor in Carthage 
jail, before the martyrdom of the Prophet. The Sacrament was adminis- 
tered, and the choir sang, “Jesus, once of humble birth.” 

Bishop F. Kesler stated that it was proposed to call upon all those who 
were acquainted with the Prophet to relate their personal experiences in 
order that the young men and women, and even the older ones, might 
become familiar with his characteristics, both physical and mental, and 
hear the testimony of those who knew him to be, in truth, a Prophet of 
the living God. The speaker first knew him shortly after the removal to 
Nauvoo, in 1835. Nauvoo was first called Venus, then Commerce, but 
afterward acquired the name Nauvoo, although at one time it was desig- 
nated the City of Joseph. Bishop Kesler declared that when he first saw 
Joseph he was convinced that he was standing in the presence of a 
Prophet. As he grew to know him better, he learned to love and revere 
him more. Physically Joseph was the perfection of manly beauty. In 
the uniform of lieutenant-general of the Nauvoo legion, he was the finest 
looking officer he ever saw. He was good and kind and in every way 
calculated to make all who knew him love him. 

President Joseph F. Smith was the next speaker. He expressed the 
hope that the birthday of the Prophet would be observed as a holiday 
by the Latter-day Saints. It is now fifty years since his martyrdom. 
He was the greatest Prophet that ever lived, save Jesus only. He 
was chosen of God and designated to be the mouthpiece of the Almighty 
to the inhabitants of earth in the dispensation of the fulness of times. It 
is proper to celebrate the birthday of our Lord and Savior, but it should 
be celebrated on April 6, not on December 25. Next to the birthday of 
the Lord should be to the Saints the birthday of the Prophet Joseph. It 
would be proper to have gatherings of this kind throughout the Church. 
There are not many living now who were acquainted with the Prophet. 
Some remember one thing and some another. The speaker related 
incidents in the life of the Prophet. Saw him once throw a man out of 
the house for using insulting language. It was a very proper action 
under the circumstances. Once in the grove at Nauvoo, the Prophet 
addressed the congregation from a wagon. The last time I saw the 
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Prophet was across the river from my father’s house. He had started for 
the Rocky Mountains for the purpose of locating a resting-place for the 
Saints—a gathering place for the people where they could worship God 
without persecution. Some false brethren raised a hue and cry that the 
Prophet was fleeing from the flock while the wolves were approaching. 
Joseph was upbraided by these false brethren, who claimed he was a false 
shepherd, and returned. I watched him and my father cross the Missis- 
sippi River. He went to Nauvoo, and Carthage where he was killed. I 
know he was a Prophet of the living God. Angels ministered to him, and 
he beheld the face of the Father and the Son. They appeared to him, and 
the Father declared, pointing to the Son, “This is my beloved Son, hear 
ye Him.” From his first vision until his martyrdom at 38 years of age 
Joseph was persecuted. He was one of the purest, noblest and best men 
that ever lived. He was filled with joy and gladness under all circum- 
stances, and was full of courage, and his whole life was spent for the 
benefit of the people. He laid the foundation for the great work we are 
now engaged in, and which is being sent to the nations. This work, the 
Gospel, will continue to spread till it covers the earth as the waters cover 
the sea. 

To the question whether there were any present who were baptized by 
the Prophet, Elder O. G. Workman and Sister Roxana C. Tripp stood up. 

To the inquiry whether there was any one who was ordained by the 
Prophet, Elder Joseph C. Kingsbury responded that he was ordained an 
Elder by him at Kirtland, Ohio. 

President Joseph F. Smith added that Elder Kingsbury was the person 
who made the first copy of the revelation on celestial marriage. William 
Clayton wrote the revelation as it came from the mouth of Joseph, and Elder 
Kingsbury made the first copy. President Smith said Elder Kingsbury 
was &@ man in whom the Prophet had absolute confidence; who had never 
betrayed a trust reposed in him; and the kind of man who will stand the 
test and will in the end obtain eternal life. 

Elder 8. H. B. Smith said he remembered the Prophet coming to his 
father’s house, and also recalled the 27th of June, 1844, when his father 
left to assist Joseph and Hyrum in their distress. Elder Smith testified 
that he knew Joseph to be a Prophet. 

Bishop R. T. Burton, who had been ordained to the Priesthood under 
the hands of Patriarch Hyrum Smith, was on guard at Nauvoo at the 
time the Prophet and Patriarch were martyred in Carthage jail. He also 
described the occasion when, at a subsequent time, the congregation of ~ 
Saints beheld the mantle of Joseph fall on Brigham Young. While at that 
memorable meeting all knew that Brigham was in front of them, it was 
the voice, the face, and the gestures of Joseph. Bishop Burton also added 
his testimony that he knew Joseph to be a Prophet. 

Sister Zina D. H. Smith, wife of the Prophet, also testified to the divine 
calling of Joseph. She corroborated Bishop Burton’s statement regarding 
the occasion when the mantle of Joseph rested on Brigham Young. 

Sister Lucy Walker Smith, wife of the Prophet related an incident 
which occurred at a prayer meeting, when Joseph asked those present 
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“Who do you suppose was with us to-night?” One of those present 
replied “Christ,” when the Prophet responded “The Lord has revealed 
this unto you.” 

Sister Bathsheba W. Smith told of having met and talked with the 
Prophet. She said the pictures exhibited of him were not faithful por- 
traits. He was a man of handsome appearance and dignified presence. 

Sister Rachael Grant, who went to Nauvoo in 1843, visited friends in the 
Prophet’s house, although she was not acquainted with him as well as 
others who had spoken. She had heard him speak in New Jersey when 
she was a Baptist, and afterwards she had embraced the true faith. 

Elder Angus M. Cannon said the pictures exhibited of Joseph were not 
true likenesses. He never had seen a good picture of him, and did not 
know where the one from which those usually shown was obtained. He 
had seen the Prophet with his wife Emma, whom he loved deeply. The 
night Joseph was slain there was a a terrible storm in Nauvoo and 
vicinity. It seeemed as though the very elements were angry. 

Patriarch John Smith also said the pictures of Joseph were not good 
ones. Joseph was a handsome man, six feet in his stockings and weighed 
212 pounds. The speaker’s father, Joseph’s brother, was one-half an inch 
shorter, but of equal weight. The day they started for Carthage his 
father left his watch at home, and Patriarch Smith still carries it. 

Sister Roundy read an interesting biographical sketch of the Prophet 
Joseph’s life. 

Elder Edwin Rushton was a boy when he met the Prophet at Nauvoo. 
Joseph spoke to him as he landed from the boat. He was an admirably 
built man and so strong that the speaker was satisfiied that he never 
knew his own strength from lack of opportunity to use it all. 

Elder Homer Duncan described his experience in becoming a Mormon 
and related the physical characteristics of Joseph, after which he corrobo- 
rated the statement of Bishop Burton regarding the time when the 
mantle of Joseph was witnessed by the Saints to rest on President Young. 

Elder Walter Wilcox said he saw Joseph in Nauvoo in 1835, and 
recognized him at once asa Prophet. The speaker was baptized June 10, 
1844, seventeen days before the Prophet was slain, and afew days after- 
ward had acted as the representative of his (Brother Wilcox’s) dead father 
while his mother was sealed to him in the Prophet’s office a few days 
before the martyrdom. 

Elder Claudius V. Spencer was a member of the Nauvoo legion, and 
knew the Prophet. Had heard him prophesy that the Latter-day Saints 
should become a numerous people in the fastnesses of the Rocky Mountainss 

Elder Oliver G. Workman said he and fifteen others were baptized by 
the Prophet at Nauvoo; was present on the occasion named by Bishop 
Burton, when President Young was revealed as the successor to Joseph as 
President of the Church. 

Aftera few remarks by Sister Zina D. H. Smith, the choir and 
congregation joined in singing the hymn, “We Thank Thee O God for 
a Prophet,” and the benediction was pronounced by Elder John Henry 
Smith.—Deseret News. 
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